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—— STATE HISTORIC SITE —
Mevwshall, Texas

On-Site Activity Grade 4

Life Through Artifacts

In these suggested activities, students will examine artifacts to discover the similarities and differences of the
lives of the women of Maplecroft, including Clara Starr, the Starr daughters, Grandmother Clapp, a governess,
and a cook/household servant.

Maplecroft House Tour

During the tour, highlight house appointments, artifacts, and other material culture that give clues to the quality
of life of Starr family members. Examples might include indoor plumbing, gas lighting, wood stoves, hand-
painted portraits, furniture, books, etc.

When touring the rooms of the governess and the cook’s quarters, ask students to compare and contrast these
rooms with the Starr family rooms, including appointments, artifacts, and other material culture.

Questions to ask might include:

How do the Starr family rooms and the artifacts reflect this family’s standing in the community?

What can you learn about the Starr family from their possessions?

How do the artifacts tell you about the daily lives of both the family members and the house staff?
What similarities do you find in both the family rooms and the staff rooms? What differences? How do
those tell you about the daily lives of the family and staff?

Blake House Tour

Assemble a collection of period objects and documents for students to examine to determine whether each item
meets the criteria to be considered an artifact. Some of the materials could be printed on cardstock if desired.
Suggestions for items include:

e Book with cataloguing information on the flyleaf

Stereoscope and card(s)

Photo of Ruth Starr Blake with birdcage (see provided image)
Wellesley entrance exam (see provided image)

Emmi Coombs site drawing of Rosemont (see provided image)
Lucy Patterson’s will

Needlework sampler

Sewing items

Clothing/fabric

Kitchen items
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NMevwshall, Texas
Distribute the Artifact? Analysis worksheet. Have students work individually or in pairs to analyze each
object and complete the information. Share responses and provide additional information.

Additional Artifact Information

e Book: Like all the books in the Starr family collection, the flyleaf of this book shows the bookcase
letter and shelf number to show where it belongs in their library.

e Stereoscope and cards: These items were popular entertainment for people of all ages during the
Starrs’ life and times.

e Photograph of Ruth Starr Blake: Ruth, one of the six daughters of Frank and Clara Starr, loved
birds. When she grew up, Ruth and her husband, Arthur Blake, built and lived in this house on her
parents’ property.

e Wellesley entrance exam: We know from one of Frank Starr’s letters in 1889 that he wanted his
daughters to attend Wellesley College. This is an important insight because there were few families
at that time who allowed their daughters to attend colleges and universities to pursue higher
education.

e Emmie Coombs drawing of Rosemont: Frank and Clara Starrs’ niece, Emmie, drew a map of the
property behind Maplecroft. (See the building marked “Uncle Frank’s” for the Maplecroft location.)
Emmie provided great details on the flowers, fruits, and vegetables planted around the property.

e Lucy Patterson’s will: Lucy Orton Patterson was listed as a servant in the Starrs” household in the
1880 census. Her will tells us more about Lucy’s surviving family, where she lived and died, and
how much property she owned at her passing.
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ARTIFACT? ANALYSIS

ARTIFACT: something made and used by people in the past.
Historians can study artifacts to learn about how people lived.

Closely examine each item. Answer the questions to determine whether the object could be classified as an
artifact. If you’re not sure, use your observation and analysis skills to make your best suggestion.

What is What is it Who might have How was What else can it | Isthisan
this item? made of? made it? it used? tell us? artifact?
(yes/no)
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Activity Resource: Photograph of Ruth Starr Blake
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NMevwshall, Tezxas

Activity Resource: Wellesley College Entrance Exam

Wellesley College, “Wellesley Early Entrance Exam,” The Albert M. Greenfield Digital Center for the History of Women's Education,
accessed October 1, 2018, http://greenfield.brynmawr.edu/items/show/1439.

WELLESLEY COLLEGE.

Entrance Examinations, June, 18288,

BIBLE ITISTORY.

1. Contrast the chavacter of the two sons of Isaac,
Outline the career of Noal,
4. Give in detail the covenant with Abrabam, and under what cir-
cumstinees it was made,
Give an ontline history of the sojourn of the Israelites in Egypt.

5. When and how was the Passover inslituted, and what was its
) significance

UNITED STATES HISTORY.

1. What trikes of Tndians formed the five nations? By what gen-
eral name were they known, and what territory did they
acenpy ¢

3. Where was Fort Duquesne?  What expedition was led against
it in 1755, and with whal result?

1. What religious sect established itself in Massachusetts? Attitode
toward other sects? Tllnstrate.

By whom was Maryland settled, and with what object?
5. Who was Verrazani? Dy whom commissioned? What coast

did he explore, and what claims were fornded on his explor-
ations ?

407 WEST TRAVIS ST.
MARSHALL, TEXAS 75670
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WELLESLEY COLLEGE.

Entrance Examinations, June, 1888,

ANCIENT GEOGRATINY.

Maie and locate the geographical divisions of Peloponmesns.
Mame and carcfully describe three lurge rivers of Ialy.

Bound Palesting, Macedonia, Egypt, in the first century B, C.
Locate Antioch, Nicwa, Pereamus, Ephesus,

Bound Arcolis and nome its prinsipal eities,

MODERN GEQGRAPOY.
What river separates Mexico from Texas? What is the chief
Mexican port on the Gulf of Mexico?
Deseribe the Danube River, telling wlere it rises, through what

commtries and in what direction it flows, and into what it
empties?

3. Diraw lines vepresenting the equator and the meridian of Wagh-

ington, and locale a point in 40" north latitade and go®
west longitude,

4. What mountaing separate Thilet from Hindoostan?  The

Chinese Empire from Asiatic Russia?

5. Throogh what Jarge viver does each of the following lakes dis-

charge its waters inte the sea: Oneida, Chavtavgua, Lake of
the Woeds, Champlain
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Activity Resource: Drawing of Rosemont by Emmie
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Activity Resource: Will of Lucy Patterson

State of Texas )
_ Barrison County, Tcf-n v 5
IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN: |
I, Lucy Patterson ( widow of Booker Patterson, Deceased) being of sound and dis=~
posing mind, do heredby -h'tln-. ‘" last will and Sestament hereby revoking all previou
wills by me male o
First, I desire that all my jJust debts be paid.
Becond: I will and bequesth to my daughter Jennie Nixon, widow “vc B !L#n. ancun-
nyuoa one half interest in and to all of my property, regardless of whether the same
B resl or personal,

Third: The other one lalf of all my real and personal property 1 hereby will and
bequeath to my three grand ohildres:, to wit: Chauncey MoFarlin, Blanton McFarlin and
Gertrude Mc Farlin Smith, the three said grand childrem being: the children of Almzo Mce
Farlin and Annie MoFarlin deceased.

Fourth: I hereby iah. noninate and appoint Jennie Mixon, mole executrix of this mfll
and I especially provide that the probate court shall exercise no jurisdiction over my

estate ‘save and except to probate my will and file inventory and list of claims and shalll

require no bond of said executrix , May 3lst 1911 1 f
r
Lucy X Patterson
mark

By John Copeland,
Witrses.
R S Veloh,
P. M. Herndon.
Fed Y ST,
W G Rudd, Daputy.

: "
State of Texas : IN THE COUNTY COURT OF HARRISON COUNTY, TEXAS.
County of Harrison

IN THE MATTER OF LUCY PATTERSON:

Deceased,
March Term 4 D 1917.

I do solemnly swear that the writing which has been offered for probate, is the '
last will and testament of Lucy Patterson, vdnennu. #0 far as I know or believe, and
that I will well and truly perform sll the duties ofexecutrix of the said will of the
estate of Luoy Patterson, Deceased.

NMrs. J V Mixon, Exeoutrix.
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this the 7 day of March A D.1917.
H P Watson “lerk County Court,
Harrison County, Texas, X

iy

) LETTERS TRSTEMANTARY:

7,
The State’of Texas | IN THE COUNTY COURT HARRISON COUNTY, TEXas,
County of Harrison | o
MARCH TERM A D 1917.

1, HP, Wateon, Clerk of the County Court of Harrison County, Texas, do hereby c.t“&’
that on the 7 day of March A D 1917 Jennie Nixon was duly granted by said court letters
testementary of the Estate of Lucy Patterson deceased and that she qualified. as such ex-
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eoutrix on the 7 day of Narch A D 1917 as the law requires, ;
Witmeas ay hand and sesl of office at Narsnall, this 8 day of Maroh A D iy
HE. Vateon, Clesk L mee
County Court, Harrison County, l.ni.

V4
Statecof Texas, ) In the County Vourt of Harrison County, Texas,
County of Harrison, § S

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF LUCY PATTERSON, TECBASED. 3 i
INVENTORY AND APPRAIEEMENT GF THE ESTATE OF LUCY PATTERSON, DECEASRD, PRODUCED EEFORE .
THR UNDERSIGNED APPRAISERS ON. THE .... DAY OF MARCK 1917, BY JRNNIE NIXON EXECUTRIX
OF BAID WILL OF THE ESTATE OF LUCY PATTERSON IBCEASED.

Beparate Property of Lucy Patterson, Deceansed. 0

One 1ot located in the city of Marshall, Harrimon County, Texas value = = $300.00

$ 72.35

13.00

Personal woparty-n‘aaount in first National Bank, = = = = = = « = = =
Account in State Bank of Marshall
Total in Sanks,
We, the undersigned appraisers, do solemnly swear that the foregoing is a true and

) By ol ] e R S R 5 o B RO Y

fair appraisement of the estate of Lucy Patterson, Deceased, produced before us by Jen=
nie Nixon Executrix, i
Rovert C Bibp,
¥ M. Scott,
H L Betts, Appraisers
Sworn and swscribed to before me, thie the 7 day of March A D 1917.
: H P. Watson, County Clerk.
(L 8) Harrison County, Texas,
Lipt of Claims, None,

I, Jennie Nixon, do solemnly swear that the foregoing inventory and list is a full
and complete inventory and list of the property and claims of Luoy Patterson,- deceased,
that have come to my knowladge.

Mrs. Jennie Nixon. Executrix,
(L 8)
Subsorited and ‘l'nl'll' to before me, this the 7 day of March A D 1917.
H P. Wateon, County oélrk
Harrison County, Texas.
Filed March 7,1917,
H P. Watson, Clerk,
by A% Jonnmton, Deputy.

Egtate of Lucy Patterson, Deceased,

In the County Court of Earrisn County, Texas, March Term A D 1917.

On this the -- day of March A D 1917 came on to be considerad the report of the in=
ventory, appraisement and list of olaims of the state of Lucy Patterson, Dece: made
by Rovert C Bivb, ¥ M Scott aml L. H. Betts, who have heretofore been appointed by the
Court to appraise said estate. %

The court h‘uu‘ examined the same, it is ordered by the court that the f“‘ mnﬂ',
rooe.

be and it is hereby in all respects approved and cordered oulind of
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